EFL Tutoring

Using a Dictionary of
Academic English

EFL Tutoring: English as a Foreign Language



An introduction to:

Academic Vocabulary

Oxford Learner's Dictionary of Academic English (OLDAE)

The Academic Word List (AWL)
* Oxford Phrasal Academic Lexicon (OPAL)
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Introduction SRR R

Academic Vocabulary:

Words that occur frequently across different academic subjects are classed
as academic vocabulary in the context of English for Academic Purposes

Academic vocabulary refers to words in general English words which are
used differently in academic contexts (e.g. essays, reports, articles)

In order to write accurately, students of English for Academic Purposes
need good knowledge of academic vocabulary and general vocabulary
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OLDAE (1) .-

Oxford Learner's Dictionary of Academic English

* contains 22,000 words, phrases, and meanings

* includes 50,000 examples from real academic texts

* contains synonyms and collocations

* includes an interactive writer (Oxford i-Writer)

* is NOT FREE but many sample words can be viewed online for free
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OLDAE (1)

The Oxford Learner’s Dictionary of Academic English Online

OXFORD i
Oxford Learner’s Dictionaries Dictionaries Grammar w  Word Lists w Resources

Academic Enplish ~  Search Oxford Learner's Dictionary of Academic English

Oxford Learner's Dictionary of Academic English

The Oxford Learmer's Dictiohary of Acadarmic Englisk (OLDAE) focuses on words and phrases used in academic ObeI‘d
writing, and helps yvou to use them in your own academic written work. L s Dictionary of

Academ
English

OLDAE is specifically designed for learners who are studying, or preparing to study, an academic subject
in English.

Euy a code [ Redeem a code

https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/academic/


https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/academic/

OLDAE (2)

OLDAE: Sample Entry for “Analysis”

to examine the nature or structure of something, especially by separating it into its parts, in order to
understand or explain it

- analyse something Tomlinson (1999) analysed UK survey data, finding that...
= Some recent studies have analysed the impact of media on voter attitudes.
= analyse something for something A 50 cm?® sample of water was analysed for its calcium content.

= analyse how/what, etc... The authors analyse how dominant cultural values enter the classroom.

+ Synonyms
1 -
+ Collocations The p!us s_lgps (+) expand to show:
words with similar meaning (synonyms);
+ Word Family words that go well together (collocations);

different forms of words (word family).

(7} See ANALYSE in the Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary

http://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/analyse


http://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/analyse

OLDAE I-Writer mEEE=-

OLDAE interactive writing tutor:

* The Oxford Learner’s Dictionary of Academic English online subscription
includes an academic interactive writing tool (i-Writer)

* The i-Writer includes samples of different text types (e.qg. essays, reports)

* You can highlight different features of the sample essays (e.g. structure,
useful language)

* You can use templates to write your own essay
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Models

fyou want to look up a word in the Oxford Learner's Dictionary of Acodermic E

ish, you can double-

Guided tour of the model

click on it. The dictionary page will cpen in a new tab in your browser.

Take a step-by-step tour of how the model was
written Please note that double-click look-up is not available on mobile devices.

What Is an argument essay? Writing Essays 2. an argument essay
What are the main features?
How is it structured?

Look at the Introduction

Look at Arguments agalnst
Look at Arguments for
Look at the Conclusion

Show me useful language

Choose what to show

Explore the mode ing and hiding different Arguments against your case

glements

Show structure E3

https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/about/academic/academic-iwriter


https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/about/academic/academic-iwriter

Where to buy OLDAE? == mm =

A paperback (2014) copy of OLDAE can be bought at amazon.com

s Dictionary of

Academlc

English




OLDAE app

The Oxford Learner’s Dictionary of Academic English App

Learn the language you need

to write academic Eng
Oxford
Academic
English
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FfBCrJl0I6E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FfBCrJl0I6E

Academic Word List
The Academic Word List (AWL):

* The AWL (Coxhead, 2000) lists academic vocabulary

The list contains 570 word families

The AWL covers about 10% of vocabulary in written academic texts

The AWL is divided into 10 sub-lists

The most frequent words are on sub-list 1 & least frequent on sub-list 10

https://www.wgtn.ac.nz/lals/resources/academicwordlist/awl-headwords
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AWL icon

OLDAE: Sample Entry for “Analysis” (1)

Definition of analyse verb from the Ouford Learner's Dictionary of Academnic English

® analyse verb

(British English)
(North American English analyze)

oPAL Y OPAL This icon means_; analyse. is
UL S on the Academic Word List

Brk /‘eenslaiz/ ¢); NAME /‘aanslaiz/ )

= Verb Forms

present simple | / you / we / they analyse BrE /'anslaiz/ ¢); NAmME /'2nsalaiz/ «¢j)
he / she /it analyses BrE /'®nalaiziz/ ¢j); NAmME /'aenslaiziz/ i)

past simple analysed BrE /'a&nslaizd/ ¢j); NAME /'a&nalarzd/ )

past participle analysed BrE /'analaizd/ j); NAmME /'aenalatzd/ )

-ing form analysing BrE /'analaizin/ ¢); NAME /'&nslaizin/ ¢

http://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/analyse
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http://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/analyse

Oxford Phrasal Academic Lexicon:

The Oxford Phrasal Academic Lexicon (OPAL) consists of 4 lists of academic
vocabulary from real academic examples

OPAL spoken & OPAL written each have 1 word list & 1 phrase list

OPAL covers 4 academic subject areas: physical sciences, life sciences,
social sciences, arts and humanities

Word entries that are on the lists have an OPAL icon in the OLDAE

© Barbara Howarth 2021
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OPAL icon

OLDAE: Sample Entry for “Analysis” (1)

Definiton of analyse verb from the Oxford Learner's Dictionary of Acadermic English

® analyse verb

(British English)

(North American English analyze) ﬂese symbols mean that 'analyse' is
OPAL OPAL "B — - .
written g spoken WPAL'S spoken and written word lists.

Brk /'aenalaiz/ ); NAME /‘aanslaiz/ )

= Verb Forms

present simple | / you / we / they analyse BrE /'anslaiz/¢)); NAME /'aenalaiz/ {)
he /she /it analyses BrE /'analaiziz/ j); NAME /'a&nsalaiziz/ i)

past simple analysed BrE /'a&nvlaizd/ j); NAME /'analaizd/ )
past participle analysed BrE /'enslaizd/ Wj); NAME /'&nalaizd/ i
-ing form analysing BrE /'anslaizin/ ¢); NAME /'enslaizin/ «¢j

http://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/analyse
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http://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/analyse

The Oxford Phrasal Academic Lexicon:

* The word list (spoken) has 6 sub-lists

The word list (written) has 12 sub-lists

The most important words are on sub-list 1;

The next most important are on sub-list 2, and so on

The phrase lists are grouped into functions (e.g. giving an example).

© Barbara Howarth 2021

15



OPAL lists

Oxford Learner's Word Lists

Durword lists are designed to help English language learners at any level focus on the mostimportant words to
learrin their area of study. Based on our extensive corpora (= collections of written and spoken texts) and
aligned tothe Common European Framework of Reference for Languages [CEFR), the word lists have been
carefully researched and developed together with vocabulary experts, so thatyou know you can rely on them
inyourlearning orteaching.

Read more »
Onford 3000 and 5000 ool 1. From the Oxford Dictionaries home
The mostimportantwordsto learnin English. page, Select 'WOI’d |IStS home’
Read more
2. Go to OPAL and click ‘Go to lists’
OFAL {Oxford Phrasal Acadernic Lexicon} Go to lists
The essentialvocabulary for academicwriting and speaking.
Read more
Ondford Phrase List Goto list
Themostimportant phrases to learn in English.
Read more

My Word Lists
16

Create lists of thewords you wantta learn and testyourself an them. Ga ta My Word Lists



OPAL lists

s "
OPAL (Oxford Phrasal Academic Lexicon) Select FllterD

The eszential vocabulary for academicwriting and speaking. Fitd out moaore »

o

Academic English = OPAL written words = all

ability naun ) Q) ;
abrorrmal  adjective "JJ) "JJ)
abrormality naun .';;) .‘g}
above adjective i) i)
above adverk i) )

https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/wordlists/
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https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/wordlists/

PAL lists

Select the list you want e.qg. 'OPAL spoken phrases'!

Then check the language function you want

e.g. 'Giving examples or presenting evidence'!

Close M '
Filters
Manage filters for this word Llist
Dictionary:
Academic English -
Waord Listz
OPAL spoken phrases o

Sublist or funchion:

Salect all

Adding

Clarifying & restating

Classifying & comparing things

Direct address or instruction o students faudiencs

Drawing atbention to something or focusing on it

Expressing aims, causes & effacts

Expressing guantity & increase/decresse

Exprezzing relation=zhips between things & ideas
(W8 Giving examples or presenting evidence

Hedging & expressing degrees of certainty

Making contraskts

Marking a shift in or change of topic

Orderinz content & makine time referancas

T, . 18



Summary SNEEC -

Tools for learning academic vocabulary

* Oxford Learner's Dictionary of Academic English (OLDAE)
* The Academic Word List (AWL)
* Oxford Phrasal Academic Lexicon (OPAL)

© Barbara Howarth 2021
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Collocation A term to describe words which are often seen together.

Entry A piece of information (e.g. about a word) that is put into a record
or a book, such as a dictionary (Adapted from OLDAE, p280).

Function The purpose for which a piece of language or phrase is used.

Sample An example of something that can be looked at or tried out to see
what it is like (Adapted from OLDAE, p.717).

Synonym A word which has the same or a similar meaning to another word
(e.g. advantage, benefit).

© Barbara Howarth 2021
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EFL Tutoring

Thank you for watching

EFL Tutoring: English as a Foreign Language
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