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An introduction to: 

● Academic Vocabulary
● Oxford Learner's Dictionary of Academic English (OLDAE)
● The Academic Word List (AWL)
● Oxford Phrasal Academic Lexicon (OPAL)
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Academic Vocabulary:  

● Words that occur frequently across different academic subjects are classed 
as academic vocabulary in the context of English for Academic Purposes

● Academic vocabulary refers to words in general English words which are 
used differently in academic contexts (e.g. essays, reports, articles)

● In order to write accurately, students of English for Academic Purposes 
need good knowledge of academic vocabulary and general vocabulary 

© Barbara Howarth 2021
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Oxford Learner's Dictionary of Academic English 

● contains 22,000 words, phrases, and meanings 

● includes 50,000 examples from real academic texts 

● contains synonyms and collocations

● includes an interactive writer (Oxford i-Writer)

● is NOT FREE but many sample words can be viewed online for free

© Barbara Howarth 2021

OLDAE (1)



  5

OLDAE (1)
The Oxford Learner’s Dictionary of Academic English Online

https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/academic/

https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/academic/
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OLDAE (2)

The plus signs (+) expand to show: 
words with similar meaning (synonyms); 
words that go well together (collocations); 

different forms of words (word family).

http://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/analyse 

OLDAE: Sample Entry for “Analysis”

http://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/analyse
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OLDAE interactive writing tutor:

● The Oxford Learner’s Dictionary of Academic English online subscription 
includes an academic interactive writing tool (i-Writer)

● The i-Writer includes samples of different text types (e.g. essays, reports)

● You can highlight different features of the sample essays (e.g. structure, 
useful language)

● You can use templates to write your own essay

OLDAE i-Writer

© Barbara Howarth 2021
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Academic i-Writer

https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/about/academic/academic-iwriter

https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/about/academic/academic-iwriter
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A paperback (2014) copy of OLDAE can be bought at amazon.com

Where to buy OLDAE?
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OLDAE app
The Oxford Learner’s Dictionary of Academic English App

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FfBCrJl0I6E

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FfBCrJl0I6E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FfBCrJl0I6E
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The Academic Word List (AWL):   

● The AWL (Coxhead, 2000) lists academic vocabulary 

● The list contains 570 word families 

● The AWL covers about 10% of vocabulary in written academic texts

● The AWL is divided into 10 sub-lists

● The most frequent words are on sub-list 1 & least frequent on sub-list 10

https://www.wgtn.ac.nz/lals/resources/academicwordlist/awl-headwords 

Academic Word List

https://www.wgtn.ac.nz/lals/resources/academicwordlist/awl-headwords
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AWL icon

 http://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/analyse 

This icon means 'analyse' is
on the Academic Word List

OLDAE: Sample Entry for “Analysis” (1) 

http://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/analyse
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Oxford Phrasal Academic Lexicon:

● The Oxford Phrasal Academic Lexicon (OPAL) consists of 4 lists of academic 
vocabulary from real academic examples 

● OPAL spoken & OPAL written each have 1 word list & 1 phrase list 

● OPAL covers 4 academic subject areas: physical sciences, life sciences, 
social sciences, arts and humanities 

● Word entries that are on the lists have an OPAL icon in the OLDAE

 © Barbara Howarth 2021
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 OPAL icon

http://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/analyse 

These symbols mean that 'analyse' is
on OPAL's spoken and written word lists.

OLDAE: Sample Entry for “Analysis” (1) 

http://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/analyse
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The Oxford Phrasal Academic Lexicon:   

● The word list (spoken) has 6 sub-lists 

● The word list (written) has 12 sub-lists 

● The most important words are on sub-list 1; 

● The next most important are on sub-list 2, and so on

● The phrase lists are grouped into functions (e.g. giving an example).

 © Barbara Howarth 2021
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OPAL lists

1. From the Oxford Dictionaries home 
page, select ‘word lists home’

2. Go to OPAL and click ‘Go to lists’
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 OPAL lists
Select 'Filters'!

https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/wordlists/

https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/wordlists/


  18

OPAL lists

Select the list you want e.g. 'OPAL spoken phrases'!

Then check the language function you want
e.g. 'Giving examples or presenting evidence'!
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Tools for learning academic vocabulary 

● Oxford Learner's Dictionary of Academic English (OLDAE)
● The Academic Word List (AWL)
● Oxford Phrasal Academic Lexicon (OPAL)

 

Summary

© Barbara Howarth 2021
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© Barbara Howarth 2021

Collocation A term to describe words which are often seen together.

Entry A piece of information (e.g. about a word) that is put into a record 
or a book, such as a dictionary (Adapted from OLDAE, p280).

Function The purpose for which a piece of language or phrase is used. 

Sample  An example of something that can be looked at or tried out to see 
what it is like (Adapted from OLDAE, p.717).

Synonym A word which has the same or a similar meaning to another word 
(e.g. advantage, benefit).

Glossary



Thank you for watching

EFL Tutoring 

EFL Tutoring: English as a Foreign Language
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