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  Outline
This presentation gives information about: 

● Oxford Learner’s Dictionary of Academic English
● Academic word lists
– The Academic Word List & Academic Collocation List
– The Oxford Phrasal Academic Lexicon
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  Introduction
General Academic Vocabulary: 
● Words that occur frequently across different academic subjects 

are classed as general academic vocabulary. 
● Many general English words are used slightly differently in 

academic texts (e.g. essays, reports, articles).
● In order to write accurately, students need good knowledge of 

general academic vocabulary.
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  OLDAE (1)
Oxford Learner’s Dictionary of Academic English: 
● Contains 22,000 words, phrases, and meanings 
● Includes 50,000 examples from real academic texts
● Contains synonyms and collocations
● Includes an interactive writer (Oxford iWriter)
● The next slide shows an example entry for ‘analyse’.
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OLDAE: Sample Entry for “Analyse”    

Source: https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/academic/analyse  

 OLDAE (2)

This icon means ‘analyse’ is on
 the Academic Word List.

https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/academic/analyse


 

OLDAE: Sample Entry for “Analyse”     

Source: https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/academic/analyse  

 OLDAE (3)

The plus signs expand to show:
words with similar meaning [synonyms];

 words that go together well [collocations];
different forms of words [word family].

https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/academic/analyse


  OLDAE (4)
Where can I buy OLDAE? 
The Oxford Learner’s Dictionary of Academic English 
● can be bought from Amazon; 
● can be downloaded as an app (CHECK REVIEWS FIRST!);
● is available online by paying a subscription.
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The Oxford Learner’s Dictionary of Academic 
English (10th edition) can be bought from Amazon  

    

 OLDAE at Amazon

Click/Tap image for affiliate link to Amazon UK

https://amzn.to/30K70Hk


  OLDAE app
To view a demonstration of the OLDAE app, 

click/tap image

 

Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FfBCrJl0I6E   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FfBCrJl0I6E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FfBCrJl0I6E


 

The Oxford Learner’s Dictionary of Academic 
English can be bought online by subscription      

 OLDAE online

Source: https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/academic 

https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/academic
https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/academic/


  OLDAE iWriter
OLDAE has an academic writing tutor: 
● The interactive writer (iWriter) includes samples of 

different types of text (e.g. essays, reports, dissertations). 
● You can highlight different features of the sample essays 

(e.g. structure, useful language).
● You can use templates to help you write your own essay.
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  OLDAE i-Writer
To view a demonstration of the OLDAE academic 

interactive writing tutor, click/tap image: 

Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rmKELr_7MKU 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rmKELr_7MKU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rmKELr_7MKU


  The AWL (1) 
The Academic World List (AWL): 
● The AWL (Coxhead, 2000) lists English academic vocabulary.  
● The list contains 570 word families.
● The AWL covers about 10% of vocabulary in written academic texts.
● The AWL is divided into 10 sub-lists.
● The most frequent words are on sub-list 1.

 
13

© Barbara Howarth 2021



  The AWL (2)
View the AWL at Victoria University of Wellington: 

     Click/Tap image to access the Academic Word List:
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https://www.wgtn.ac.nz/lals/resources/academicwordlist/publications/awlsublists1.pdf


  The AWL (3)
View the AWL at EAPFoundation.com
● A link to the Academic Word List can be found at EAPFoundation.com.  

          Click/tap the table/link below to link to the AWL:  

                 Source: https://www.eapfoundation.com/vocab/academic/awllists/   
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https://www.eapfoundation.com/vocab/academic/awllists/
https://www.eapfoundation.com/vocab/academic/awllists/


  The ACL (1)
The Academic Collocation List (ACL): 
● The ACL (Ackermann & Chen, 2013) lists pairs of words that often appear 

together in written academic texts.  
● The list contains 2,469 words. 
● There are 7 types of collocation [e.g. adjective + noun; verb + adverb].
● Word combinations of the ACL are drawn from the Pearson International 

Corpus of Academic English (PICAE).
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  The ACL (2)
View the ACL at Pearson.com
● The full Academic Collocation List can be downloaded from the 

Pearson website: ‘PTE Academic’   

              Source: https://www.pearsonpte.com/teachers/academic-collocation   

17

© Barbara Howarth 2021

Click/Tap text below to link to Pearson’s website:

https://www.pearsonpte.com/teachers/academic-collocation
https://assets.ctfassets.net/yqwtwibiobs4/1Y12iw6LF6XEJK4ocedeWu/34c01bd7c292061c0ccc4b5911c35d65/2021_Teachers_PTE_Academic_Collocation_List.pdf


  The ACL (3)
View the ACL at EAPFoundation.com

Click/tap image for a video about the Academic Collocation List 
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https://www.eapfoundation.com/vocab/academic/acl/


  OPAL (1)
The Oxford Phrasal Academic Lexicon (OPAL): 
● The Oxford Dictionaries website has a link to OPAL: 4 lists of academic 

vocabulary from real academic examples.  
● OPAL consists of 2 word lists (spoken and written) and 2 phrase lists 

(spoken and written).
● OPAL includes words and phrases across 4 areas; physical sciences, life 

sciences, social sciences, arts and humanities.
● Word entries that are on the lists will have an OPAL icon.
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  OPAL (2)
The Oxford Phrasal Academic Lexicon (OPAL): 
● The word list (spoken) has 6 sub-lists.   

● The word list (written) has 12 sub-lists. 

● In the word lists, the most important words are on sub-list 1. 

● The phrase lists are grouped into functions (e.g. classifying and 
comparing things, giving an example).

● The next slides show an example. 
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OLDAE: Sample Entry for “Analyse”    

Source: https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/academic/analyse  

 OPAL (3)

These symbols mean that ‘analyse’ is on
 the OPAL written and spoken word lists.

https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/academic/analyse


 

  Go to: https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/wordlists/    
 

 OPAL (4)

Select 'Go to Lists'

https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/wordlists/


 

    

 OPAL (4)
 https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/wordlists/opal   

Select 'Filters' and choose the word list 
you want to view! e.g. ‘OPAL Spoken Phrases’



 

    

  

 OPAL (4)

Select 'Filters'!

Check a function e.g. 'Giving examples or presenting evidence'!



  Summary
This presentation has briefly introduced: 

● The Oxford Learner’s Dictionary of Academic English 
(OLDAE)

● Word Lists for learning academic vocabulary
– The Academic Word List (AWL); the Academic Collocation List (ACL)

– The Oxford Phrasal Academic Lexicon (OPAL).
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  Glossary

Collocation A term to describe words which are often seen together.

Entry A piece of information (e.g. about a word) that is put into a record or 
a book, such as a dictionary (Adapted from OLDAE, p280).

Function The purpose for which a piece of language or phrase is used. 
Sample  An example of something (e.g. a dictionary entry) that can be looked 

at or tried out to see what it is like (Adapted from OLDAE, p.717).

Synonym A word which has the same or a similar meaning to another word 
(e.g. advantage, benefit).
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Thank you for Watching!

Dr Barbara Howarth  
Email: info@efltutoring.com
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